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Monthly Musings from Rev. Melissa Carvill-Ziemer

ow can we go deeper? That is one of the
H questions | often ask myself as | consider the

programs and ministries of our congregation.
How can we go deeper in cultivating compassion? How
can we go deeper in our learning and serving? How
can we go deeper in the work of growing our souls?
Last year | was invited to consider participating in a
program with that very goal in mind and, after a great
deal of consideration and consultation, | have decided
to give it a try and see where it leads us.

The program is called Soul Matters and it is a
collaborative which now involves 50 other Unitarian
Universalist congregations and ministers. The program
was started by the Rev. Scott Tayler, the former co-
minister at the First Unitarian Church in Rochester and
current Director of Congregational Life at the Unitarian
Universalist Association. In exchange for a fee, we will
now have access to the Soul Matters community and
materials which include worship themes and resources
and materials for small groups.

We have been developing our own worship themes
for a few years now and have found them to be a great
tool for deepening in worship. By joining Soul Matters,
we will be aligning ourselves with other congregations
all using the same themes. This means that Hal, Karen
and | will have access to colleagues working on the
same themes for brainstorming and resource sharing.
We anticipate that this sharing will enrich us as we are
introduced to resources beyond those we might have
considered on our own.

In addition, all members of our congregation are
invited to join the Soul Matters Facebook group. This is
a place where we can have conversations about the
themes we are exploring in worship with other Unitarian
Universalists who are exploring the same themes in their
worship services in other parts of the country.

The second component of Soul Matters is a packet
of material which we will begin using for our Chalice
Groups and Food for Thought Groups. We aligned our
small group programs with our themes a couple of
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years ago. We have been creating a session plan each month on the

theme with readings, quotations and questions for our groups to guide
their conversation. By participating in Soul Matters, we will be able to
utilize the packet of materials created collaboratively by the ministers in
the program in our own small groups. The Soul Matters packets are much
more comprehensive than the session plans we have created in the past. In
addition to readings, quotations and questions, the packets also include
spiritual exercises on the theme and book, film and journal
recommendations. There is more material in these packets than our groups
will be able to use. The idea is that by providing greater variety, group
members will find it easier to connect with something in the material that
really resonates with them and that by providing spiritual exercises,
people will have opportunities to practice in addition to reflecting.
Together | think those two components of Soul Matters are going to be an
invitation to go deeper.

Beginning in September we will have sign up forms available for those
who would like to participate in a small group this year. If this is something
you are curious about but haven't yet tried, 1'd like to invite you to
participate in one of the sample sessions | will be leading this month. The
details are inside this edition of the Chalice Flame (see page 3). | believe
participating in Chalice or Food for Thought Groups is one of the best ways
we offer for meaningful spiritual exploration beyond our Sunday morning
worship services. The Soul Matters packet for September will be posted on
our website. Check it out and let me know if you have any questions.

%u

In faith,



http://www.kentuu.org
http://www.kentuu.org
mailto:minister-uukent@sbcglobal.net
mailto:minister-uukent@sbcglobal.net
mailto:dre-uukent@sbcglobal.net
mailto:dre-uukent@sbcglobal.net
mailto:christiea@neo.rr.com
mailto:christiea@neo.rr.com
mailto:zimlar@juno.com
mailto:zimlar@juno.com
mailto:newsletter@kentuu.org?subject=
mailto:newsletter@kentuu.org?subject=

UPCOMING SERVICES 9:45 and 11:30 am

Sept 7 - To Be Human is to Promise
Multigenerational Ingathering Service & Water Communion

Rev. Melissa Carvill Ziemer
with Worship Associate Bonnie Harper
and Director of Religious Education Karen Lapidus

We are “promise-making, promise-breaking, promise-
renewing” animals. That is what the Israeli Jewish
philosopher Martin Buber once said and to me it rings true.
This morning as we welcome the whole community back
together after some have been away for summer work and
play, we explore the promises we make to one another.
Please bring a small container of water and/or earth with
you to church this Sunday to represent a place where you
felt fully awake to your humanity this summer.

Sept 14 - We Pledge Our Hearts
Rev. Melissa Carvill Ziemer

Unitarian Universalism is a covenantal faith tradition. The
word covenant is a religious word to talk about promises.
When we become members of a Unitarian Universalist
congregation we are making a promise to ourselves, to one
another and to that which is larger than ourselves.

What is that promise?

Sept 21 - The Orchard Within a Seed
Rev. Melissa Carvill Ziemer

There is a beautiful story about a man who plants trees
even though he knows he won't live long enough to harvest
the fruit. And still he plants anyway, as a promise to the
future. What promises do you want to make to the people
who will come after you?

Sept 28 - International Unitarian Universalism

Rev. Melissa Carvill Ziemer
and Worship Associate John Marfy

| made a promise that | will be fulfilling this Sunday.

| promised to offer a sermon on any topic chosen by the
highest bidder at our annual service auction last year.
Eric Van Baars was the winner and he has invited me to
reflect on the practices of Unitarian Universalists around
the globe.

Sample Chalice Groups Offered
in September

If you have thought about participating
in a Chalice Group but haven’t been sure it
is right for you, consider coming to one of
the two sample groups Rev. Melissa will be
offering this month.

Wednesday, September 10
from 7 to 9 pm in the
Founders Lounge

Tuesday, September 23
from 7 to 9 pm in the
Founders Lounge

Before you come to the sample group,
please read through the September Soul
Matters packet which you can find on our
website www.kentuu.org/soul-matters-packet/
Give yourself a little time to try out one of the
spiritual practices included in the packet.

Simple Gifts received...

Bonnie Harper
In appreciation for all the beautiful
voices in the Sacred Song Circle

Our Simple Gifts program is designed to
encourage everyday giving. If members and
friends of the congregation continue to
remember the church with regular gifts, we
will be well on our way to building the kind
of endowment that can help ensure our
congregation’s continuing health and vitality.

No gift is too small or too large.
Donations can be made in celebration, in
honor of someone or something, in
appreciation or to note a special occasion.
If you would like to participate, the blue
Simple Gift envelopes can be found in the
pews; please include your dedication and
name so we can provide you with a
donation credit. Thank you.
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LOVE! LOVE! LOVE!

2014-2015 Program of Religious Education for Children and Youth

We have been hearing a lot about love lately. The
theme of the 2014 General Assembly was “Love
Reaches Out”. Our religion challenges us to be
“Standing on the Side of Love”. Every Sunday when
we gather we proclaim that “love is the spirit of this
church” and that “we are the church of the loving
hearts”. Love, love, love! It seemed obvious that our
theme for this coming year’s religious education
program for children and youth should be love.
The curriculum that the RE Committee has
chosen closely aligns with the
theme and will certainly give our
children and youth many
opportunities to explore how
love can be used to change

the world.

Here is an overview of our
classroom offerings. Most of the
content below was drawn from
authors’ descriptions.

Our preschool class (ages 3 by September 1st to not
yet in Kindergarten) will be using the classic UU
program, Chalice Children. Based on the premise that
children learn best through experience, this program
helps nurture spiritual growth, creativity and a sense of
community through imaginative activities and rituals
such as rhymes and finger plays. It promotes Unitarian
Universalist identity and the importance of a faith
community.

The children in Kindergarten, 1st and 2nd grades will
use the Wonderful Welcome curriculum which engages
and challenges leaders and children alike to explore
how and why we are willing to welcome others into our
lives. We welcome not only strangers, but family, our
peers, our neighbors and even entities that are not
people such as our animal friends and nature itself. We
do this by offering gifts, such as love, forgiveness,
kindness and friendship.

Grades 3, 4 and 5 will use Love Connects Us, a
program that celebrates important ways Unitarian
Universalists live our faith in covenanted community.
Moved by love and gathered in spirit, we embrace our

responsibility toward one another and the world at large.

We encourage one another's search for truth and

meaning. We strive to be active in peace-making and
other efforts to improve our world. Children learn how
our actions create a new heritage of connecting in love
which will shape the faith of future generations.

At 11:30, we have a Multi-Age Class for school-aged
children who attend the second service because they
have older siblings in our youth groups, because they
sing in the Golden Tones choir or because coming to
the second service is a better option for their
family. This class will be using Signs of
Our Faith: Being UU Every Day.
Unitarian Universalism asks us to
think about religion as the practice
of being faithful to what you love.
In order to do this, you must
decide what you love and do your
best to live that love faithfully every
day. The program guides children to
do their best to live faithful lives
every day. It presents fourteen traits or
values that most Unitarian Universalist love, including
the quest for knowledge, reverence for life, supporting
one another on our faith journeys, and public witness.
Children examine how their lives do and can exhibit
these traits and values, and come to understand that
their faith is a living faith whose histories and teachings
are fortifications for living faithfully in a complex world.

Our Middle School Youth Group (grades 6, 7 and 8)
will be using Building Bridges. This program is a
reworking of Neighboring Faiths (which is a reworking of
Church Across the Street). It is a world religions
program to deepen youth's understanding of the
dynamic, fascinating, and varied world in which they
live. It seeks to broaden their knowledge of humanity
and embolden their spiritual search. The youth will be
learning about different religions and then visiting some
of the various faith communities.

The High School Youth Group (grades 9-12) will be
using the small group ministry materials that accompany
the Soul Matters theme-based worship program. As the
monthly themes are being examined in worship, our
youth will be engaging with these same themes in their
classroom. Some of the themes this year include
promise, grace, wonder and integrity. The youth group’s

(continued on page 5)
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model of shared leadership and putting faith into action
are sure to align perfectly with the program.

On Tuesday evenings, our 8th graders will be
participating in Our Whole Lives (OWL), a sexuality
education program that models and teaches caring,
compassion, respect, and justice. A holistic program that
moves beyond the intellect to address the attitudes,
values, and feelings that youth have about themselves
and the world. Unlike many other sexuality curricula
currently available, this program is comprehensive and
progressive. In an inclusive and developmentally
appropriate manner, it addresses sensitive topics that
are typically excluded.

Our yearlong Coming of Age: Deepening Ties Within
Your Congregation program for 9th and 10th graders is
designed to acknowledge the transition between
childhood and youth. It's a vibrant program focusing on
the youths themselves and their unique journeys.
Coming of Age is a transformative experience. While

exploring life's big questions, each participant strives to
assume self-responsibility, gain self-confidence,
experience an expanded world, understand the
importance of community, and develop a personal value
system. Their year will culminate in Coming of Age
Sunday when the participants share their personal
statements of faith with the congregation.

The RE Committee, the RE Teachers, the Youth Group
Advisors and | are really looking forward to a wonderful
year filled with learning and love. Preschool RE starts on
September 7th at the 9:45 service. The other classes
begin on September 14. (Nursery Care is provided at
every worship service.) See our website for more
information and for links to most of the programs we are
using this year.

In faith and with love,

Karen Lapidus
Director of Religious Education
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Hal’s Music Corner

| thank God for Ohio
summers, for my
backyard, for the Earth
which | lie upon and for
sacred times of slowing
down and healing. For
me, this summer has
been one of connection:
connection with Earth
and water, connection with friends and family,
connection with body and spirit. Today, | am grateful
for these tender times in life which offer so much
growth -- even though it doesn’t always feel that good.

And now comes September... and the continuation of
the musical renaissance at the Unitarian-Universalist
Church of Kent. The music committee and | have
several important announcements to make about our
expanding music program -- so get ready --

are you in? Here we go!

We’re currently working on updating the music page of
our website and creating a 3-fold brochure which will
highlight our church’s music program. Please keep an
eye out for these developments.

September 1st marks the start up of rehearsals for
our esteemed musical ensembles. I'm looking forward
to working again with these musical families within the
greater family of our congregation. The Kent UU
Peace Choir meets on Sunday nights at 6:30 pm. The
Fallow Time Folk Orchestra meets on Thursday nights
at 7 pm. The Golden Tones (of real beauty) Junior
Choir meets on Wednesdays at 4:00 pm. And the Kent
UU Tone Chimers meets on Wednesdays at 5:30 pm.

ALL are welcome to participate in our music program.
Please contact Hal Walker to discuss where your skills
would fit best.

The Cuyahoga River Concert Series is now an
official UU Church of Kent event. Our series this Fall
will begin on Saturday, Sept 20 with a concert by Hal
Walker and Matt Watroba. On this rare concert event,
Hal will be joined by the beautiful harmonies of his
vocal trio, You, You and Me. We are currently looking
for members of our congregation to help with publicity,
providing intermission snacks and ticket sales. Please

contact Hal Walker if you're interested in making this
concert series the best music venue in Kent! What a great
way to get involved in the life of our church.

Finally, Saturday, October 11th will be our second annual
“UU’ve Got Talent - an Evening of Musical Variety” (see
page 9). We have a limited number of spots available for
musical acts. Again, contact Hal Walker by Sept. 21st if
you'd like your act to be considered for the show.

| think that’s all for now! This Fall, let’'s celebrate what a
musical congregation we have!

Peace, Hal

Orange is the New Black

The Patricia Pownall UU Book Group will be
meeting on Tuesday, September 9 at 7 pm in the
home of Trish Johnson-Kwartler.

Carrot cake by Bill
Bowen will be served.
We’ll meet in the church
parking at 6:30 pm to
carpool. This month we
are reading Orange is the
New Black: My Year in a
Woman’s Prison by Piper
Kerman.

The author was sent to
prison for a ten-year-old
crime for drug trafficking.
She spent thirteen months
in prison, eleven of them
at the federal correctional facility in Danbury,
Connecticut.

This is a look into the lives of women in
prison; why we lock so many away, and what
happens to them when they are there.

In October, it will be reader’s choice. Also at
October’s gathering, we will have a book
exchange. Bring books that you no longer want
and trade with other group members. All left over
books will be donated Empower Portage. If you
have any questions you may contact Bonnie
Harper. All are welcome.
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Our Journeys

Meeting our Future Ministerial Intern

“To finish the moment, to find the journey’s end in
every step of the road, to live the greatest number of
good hours, is wisdom.” The early writings of Ralph
Waldo Emerson suggest that he regarded life as a
journey. This simple expression by Emerson years
later has been interpreted to mean, “Life is a journey
not a destination”.

Emerson’s simple expression conveys in
the simplest of terms my personal
philosophy as to how our lives are a
journey not a destination. Part of my
journey at this time is to become trained
on how to be an effective minister for the
Unitarian Universalist Association. In
September of 2013, after many months

September of 2015. My third year of ministerial studies
is called Leadership and | will be continuing my
journey of working with your congregation.

| am excited to be working with your minister and then
to have the opportunity for two years to get to work
with and to know all of you. Thank you
for being willing to walk with me on this
journey. Unitarian Universalist
principles have been something that |
have tried to embrace through my adult
life. Being raised by a Catholic father
and a Jewish mother provided me with
a solid foundation in diversity and
religious practices and rituals.

of searching and questioning my own

soul, | received a call to the ministry. My first decision
after deciding to heed that call was to choose a
ministerial school. | looked at several and made my
decision to attend Meadville Lombard Theological
School.

My decision to attend this ministry school was based
upon several factors, one being their mission
statement, which states, “At Meadyville Lombard
Theological School, we educate students in the
Unitarian Universalist tradition to embody liberal
religious ministry in Unitarian Universalist
congregations and wherever else they are called to
serve. We do this to take into the world our Unitarian
Universalist vision of justice, equity, and compassion.”

Part of my ministerial studies requires me to work with
a congregation and receive that ministerial training in a
hands on sort of way. Your Pastor and congregation
have been selected. | am in my first year of my studies
and will be spending time doing eight hours a week of
community service for a non-profit. Your minister has
agreed to be my teaching pastor and to guide me and
direct me in my journey this first year. My second year
of my studies is called congregational and | will be
spending 20 hours a week working with your
congregation and learning about what it means to be a
minister in a congregational setting. This will begin in

My life’s journey brought me to Cleveland
Ohio in the summer of 2008 for work and for love. Earlier
that year in April | met my partner, Jerry, and after a 6
month, long-distance relationship between Chicago and
Cleveland, made the decision to relocate. Shortly after
meeting my partner, | had come to Cleveland for a long
weekend visit, and he invited me to attend the Unitarian
Church. Much to my surprise, | found the church and the
congregation to be a welcoming place, and within the
next six months, | joined.

Over these past few years | have had the opportunity
to serve in many roles in my congregation, and have
enjoyed the people and the experiences that come
along with service. Recently | finished a two year
service as a worship associate, and gained a greater
appreciation as to what it is to prepare and present a
sermon, and to work with the members and
committees of the church in the work that they do. |
am excited to have this opportunity to work with your
congregation as a Ministerial Intern, and look forward
to the many lessons that you will teach me about how
to be a minister, as we move along this new journey in
each of our lives.

Sincerely,

Dave Clements
Ministerial Intern

I
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Islam 101: Friday, September 5, 2014

Join us for an evening in developing cultural and
religious awareness presented by Mr. Isam Zaiem,
founder of the Cleveland chapter of the Council on
American-Islamic Relations.

Mr. Zaiem's lecture, "Islam 101 and Being Muslim Post
9/11: Challenging Islamophobia and Marginalization", on
Sept 5th, is the introductory event to three fall
Symposiums, sponsored by the Library Committee.

"Art and Allah: Increasing Our Understanding of Muslim
Art, History and Culture" will be held at 7:00 pm in the
Sanctuary on the following Wednesdays: September 24,
October 22 and November 22. The first two events will
be presented by Gingr Vaughn and will concentrate on
Islamic Art as an expression of the Islamic belief system
and culture.
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The 3rd event will concentrate on Islamic history with
presenter TBA. Mark you calendar for the dates above.
Recent political developments in the Middle East make
this is a special learning opportunity for our entire
congregation.

In Our Own Backyard: The Immigration Crisis in Ohio

The immigration crisis is not something that happens
just at America's borders. It is happening right here in
Ohio and affects us all. Our current immigration
policies are not working; the flood of children coming
into this country brings with them a myriad of social,
political, moral and spiritual issues.

What can we in a northeast Ohio learn about
immigration and what can we do about it? UUA
President Peter Morales has been on the foreground of
immigration concerns since becoming UUA president.
He is convening this emergency conference of
Northeast Ohio UU’s with our faith and community
partners to consider how we can support immigration
reform and respond to the humanitarian crisis of the
new refugee immigrant children here among us.

President Morales will be the keynote preacher at the
Opening Worship event that will start the day. President

Morales and United Church of Christ General Minister,
Geoffrey Black, are inviting our area faith leaders to join
them at this event to speak as one voice on the
immigration crisis.

Jeff Stewart of the Immigrant Worker Project is leading
the panels and workshops, and Carol Temerson of UU
Justice Ohio will convene our conversations about
organizing strategy. Rev. Tim Temerson and members
from our Akron Church have organized the most
effective outreach program to the immigrants among us
and will be telling us their story. Rev. Melissa Carvill-
Ziemer will share news of the national strategy to
pressure President Obama to stop the deportations.

The morning will include a panel presentation during
which we will be able to hear from immigrants whose
lives have been directly affected by this crisis including:
a child who has recently crossed the border, a mother
who has recently crossed the border in hopes of family
reunification, and a person who has recently been
detained by Border Patrol.

Child Care will be available and Youth participation is
encouraged. There is no charge for this conference
program, although a donation for lunch and child care
will be requested. We will also be inviting an offering for
the Immigrant Worker Project during our morning
worship. To register, please visit the Ohio Meadville
District website at: http://ohiomeadville.org/omdevents/
772-akronimmigration
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U-U’ve Got Talent!

“An Evening of Musical Variety”

The UU Church of Kent Music
Committee is hosting a fundraiser.

Join us!

October 11" at 7:30pm
at the Unitarian Universalist Church of Kent

228 Gougler Ave, Kent, OH 44240

Raising funds to pay for the services of an accompanist for our beloved choir.
Come and enjoy an eclectic selection of music as we transform our sanctuary
into a venue for highlighting the remarkable talents of our very musical
congregation and community. $15 is the suggested donation,
but please give what you can — hope to see you there!

We Are Also In Search of Musical Talent!
“We know you've got it, it's time to let it out!”

This is your opportunity to perform solo or to invite others to create a small ensemble. This is
your chance to release that creative spark within you. Before Sunday, September 21, please
contact Hal Walker with your idea. We are looking for a diverse
range of 3 to 5 minute musical selections that express your unique talent. Only a limited
number of spots are available, so start getting ready now! All ages welcome!
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Church Campout

It's time once again for the “Where’s Walden” fall
camp-out. We'll be gathering the weekend of
October 3-5th at the Loleta
Recreation Area in the Alleghany
National Forest in Pennsylvania.
The campground is about two
hours from Kent. This is a family
friendly event and everyone is
welcome, but there is a limit on
the group size, so sign up soon on the form posted
downstairs in Fessenden Hall. We're staying at the
group site which can accommodate tents. If you
wish to bring a camper, you’re welcome to reserve
a site in the adjoining campground.

Dinners are pot luck style; everyone brings their
own table ware and food and drink to share. The
theme Friday night is American cookout;
Saturday’s theme is comfort food. Randy Leeson
cooks pancakes, bacon and eggs for all on
Saturday and Sunday morning. Everyone
furnishes their own lunches and snacks. Activities
to choose from include: hiking, canoeing,
kayaking, exploring the stream, and relaxing
around the campfire.

The cost for the weekend is $10 per person, with a
maximum of $20 per family. This fee covers the cost
of the campground and firewood; there is an
additional cost if you wish to rent a canoe or kayak.

News from the
Building Expansion Front

'We make a living by what we get, but
we make a life by what we give.'

-Winston Churchill

The Capital Campaign
Team has been meeting
since March. We have
been charged by the
Board of the UU Church of
Kent with raising funds
toward the construction of
a fellowship hall, and
renovations of religious
education space and the
sanctuary in the existing
church building. We're
busy organizing and
recruiting volunteers.

Team members are:
Kathy Kerns, co-chair
Marion Yeagler, co-chair
Kay Eckman

Randy Leeson

David Smeltzer

We welcome your questions and offers of help.

R WHDERNESS ICONT -

. _UTAH'S RED-ROCK
CANYONLANDS™

The connection between nature, wilderness, and
spirituality goes back to the very origins of humanity.
The Unitarian Universalist Church of Kent will host a
program entitled “A Wilderness Icon: America’s Red
Rock Canyonlands” on Wednesday, September 17 at
7:30 pm.

The speaker will be Clayton Daughenbaugh,
conservation organizer with the Southern Utah
Wilderness Alliance and Chairperson of the Sierra
Club’s National Wildlands and Wilderness Committee.
Daughenbaugh will address the topic of faith and the
land while promoting the national campaign to protect
America’s red rock wilderness.

The program includes a multi-media slideshow
documenting citizen efforts to designate public lands in
southern Utah's spectacular canyon country as part of
the National Wilderness Preservation System. This
15-minute journey through red rock splendor, narrated
by Robert Redford, invigorates and motivates viewers
to participate in the movement to protect these unique
lands. Comprehensive legislation is pending in
Congress and administrative decisions by the
Department of Interior are ongoing.

The national campaign to protect the Red Rock
Canyonlands has been endorsed by the Unitarian
Universalist General Assembly and by the Unitarian
Universalist Ministry for the Earth.

Daughenbaugh says, “Desert lands have long been a
place for mystical and spiritual experiences. These
public lands are among the most beautiful and most
intact portions of Creation remaining. We have a great
opportunity to act to protect these special places.”
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RAISING THE BAR

“Healthy faith communities see
stewardship as a vital
component of their ministry.
They understand that
stewardship is an act of
worship. Worship includes the
Joyful sharing of gifts (aptitude,
ability, and money), call (willingness to proclaim the
congregation’s spiritual message), and spiritual
vocation (willingness to take up volunteer efforts to
support the faith community).” ~Wayne B. Clark

Welcome to a new newsletter feature: a monthly
column about stewardship. We will be musing
about the giving ministry of this church. As co-
chairs of the stewardship committee, we believe
giving is a spiritual practice and our column will be
exploring the many aspects of giving. We hope to
challenge, to inform, to invite, and to listen. Not
only will we use the print and electronic media to
inform you about stewardship, we will be offering
monthly “giving” activities. Look for a Stewardship
Table at the Ministry Fair on Sunday, September
14th. Stay tuned!

“We have the opportunity to use resources to help
care for others and those less fortunate than
ourselves as a sign of our gratitude, and the
essential question is not how much we can afford
to give, but how much we can afford to keep.”
~Stephen Gray

Kathie Slater, Meg Milko,
Sandy Eaglan, & Marion Yeagler

SERVICE AUCTION ART

Artists who would like to
donate art to this year's
service auction on Nov. 8,
please contact Jan Noden.

Artwork needs to be ready
for the Art Preview Party
on Friday, Oct. 17.

THE WI$SDOM PATH
Money, Spirit, and Life

The UUA has developed a new program on the
topic of money and spirituality that will be offered at
our church this year for the first time. As the
program materials note, “Money plays a role in
nearly every aspect of our lives. Depending on how
we understand it, our relationship with money can
enhance or limit our ability to live our lives to the
fullest. In this program, participants join together to
give this important aspect of our lives due attention
in a religious community. The heart of this program
is an exploration of the relationship between money
and spiritual values, specifically our Unitarian
Universalist values.”

Participants will explore money and values through
conversation and activities that allow them to
consider their own stories and different
perspectives on money, help them feel better
equipped to make money decisions, and encourage
them to consider whether they want to pursue
changes to bring their financial choices in better
alignment with their values.

The 12 sessions will be offered as 3 topical series.
Although members can drop into any session, you will
get the most out of the program if you attend regularly.
The first series, on Money and Self, is an introduction
to the program in which participants explore their own
attitudes and experiences with money. The three
sessions in this series will meet on Thursday nights
September 11, 18, and 25 at 7PM.

After a short break, the second series will meet
every other week starting mid-October (on a
Monday, Tuesday, or Thursday, depending on the
preferences of those attending the first session).
This series of 5 sessions, on Money, Spirit, and
Life, will guide participants toward taking actions
that align with their personal values. The last
series, Money and Society (4 sessions), explores
how our financial ways of being affects others. The
last series will meet in January and February.

Questions? Want more information?
Please contact Kathy Kerns.
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For a complete and up-to-date church

calendar, please visit
www.localendar.com/public/uukent.

If you are unable to access our
electronic calendar, please contact the
church office and we will gladly provide
you with a paper copy.
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