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he long, sunny days of summer are upon
us. Can you hear them calling you to
pleasure? Sure, many of us still have
jobs to do and there are always bills to pay
and dishes to wash and work that must be
done. We know very well the demands of
responsibility. But how well acquainted are
we with the gifts of play?
I recently read a great article arguing that
adults need recess just as much as children.
I’ll tell you some about that during our service
at Plum Creek Park. For now, I invite you to
consider how well you are building play time
into your daily routine. Do you give yourself
a little recess every day? How about longer
stretches of fun and play throughout the
year? As the days and nights move toward
perfect balance at the summer solstice, the
time is right for us to regain our balance too.
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In addition to having fun celebrating
together, the service on June 14 will be your
last opportunity to enjoy Karen’s worship
leadership as our Director of Religious
Education. Come enjoy her Time for All Ages
one more time and plan to stay afterwards
for fun and fellowship.
In faith,

1

Sunday Services
9:45 and 11:30 am
228 Gougler Ave.
Kent, Ohio 44240
Phone: 330-673-4247
Fax: 330-677-4772
www.kentuu.org
Minister:
Rev. Melissa Carvill-Ziemer
minister-uukent@sbcglobal.net
Minister’s office hours:
Tuesday - Friday
By appointment
Congregational
Administrator:
MaryBeth Hannan
Office hours:
Mon. through Fri. 9 - 4
Religious Ed. Director:
Karen Lapidus
dre-uukent@sbcglobal.net
DRE’s Office Hours:
Tuesday and/or Wednesday
by appointment
Music Director:
Hal Walker
Commissioned Lay Leader:
Rev. Christie Anderson
christiea@neo.rr.com
Affiliated
Community Minister:
Rev. Renee Ruchotzke
zimlar@juno.com
Newsletter editor:
Saul Flanner
newsletter@kentuu.org
Deadline:
The 20th of each month
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Shirley Kiernan and
Shana Steinhouse
with Susan
Stockdopole’s art.

UPCOMING SERVICES

9:45 and 11:30 am

June 7 - This is the Church of the Loving Heart
Religious Education Sunday
This is the morning when our children shine! Come and learn what they’ve
been up to all year in their RE classes. There will be special music and a
ceremony to honor our graduating seniors.
June 14 - Time to Play!
9:45 ONLY
Rev. Melissa Carvill Ziemer, Director of Religious Education
Karen Lapidus and Worship Associate Justin Czekaj
One service, at 9:45 am at Plum Creek Park, weather permitting*
Once each year our whole church gathers together for one joyful,
multigenerational service. Please join us at Plum Creek Park for a service
celebrating the holiness of playtime. We will gather in Pavillion #2 for one
service only at 9:45 am. Please bring a blanket or lawn chairs to sit on
and any sunscreen or insect repellent you may need. Then plan to stay
afterwards for our all church picnic. Please bring your own place settings,
a dish to share and any games you would like to invite others to play.
*In the event of rain, please check our church FaceBook page, our phone
message and/or your email to find out if we have moved our service back
to the church.
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EVENTS TO NOTE
UPCOMING SERVICES

9:45 and 11:30 am

June 21 - Unitarian Universalism;
Building A New Way
Kevin Lowry and
Worship Associate Elaine Bowen
As we witness a shift from mainstream church to a re-imagined
sense of community and gathering, Unitarian Universalists are
working in various emerging ministries to offer a generation of
seekers and explorers an inclusive liberal religious community that
is spiritually diverse, radically inclusive and Justice centered. Our
tradition is uniquely suited to meet people where they are on
life’s journey and work to build a community that loves the hell
out of the world.
Kevin Lowry is a Commissioned Lay Leader candidate and Youth
and College Community Coordinator at the Unitarian Universalist
Fellowship of Wayne County in Wooster, Ohio. He serves as the
Campus Community Mentor for the UU Campus Community at
the College of Wooster. Kevin is a Fahs Fellow with the Fahs
Collaborative at Meadville Lombard Theological School in Chicago,
where he is exploring how Unitarian Universalism can best serve
emerging adults as they set out on their journey of adulthood.

Annual Meeting
of the Membership
Friday, June 5th, 6:00pm
Potluck Dinner

Friday, June 5th, 7:00pm
Informational Meeting

Sunday, June 7th, 12:45pm
Voting Meeting

Pat Pownall Book Club
Tuesday, June 9th, 7pm
(see page 5 for details)

All Church Picnic
Sunday, June 14th, 9:45am
(see page 2 for details)

June 28 - What’s in Your Head?
Sharon Hogan and
Worship Associate Lori McGee

How does the way your brain is structured give you a sense of
spirituality? How does thinking, learning and feeling develop
each individual’s unique experience as a spiritual being? How
does your brain respond to knowledge, ideas and feelings as
you experience, learn and grow. Some surprising ideas from a
neurological perspective.
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July 12th - 18th
(see page 6 for details)
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Last Minute Lessons
from Karen Lapidus
As I near my retirement at the end of June, I’m finding
that I am scurrying to make sure that I do everything that
I have wanted to do because this will be my last chance.
With that goal in mind, here is a list of some last minute
lessons.
Children and youth, as I depart, I want to make sure
that you.....
Keep your hearts and your minds open ~
It is so easy to get caught up in our own experiences and
to see the world only from our own
point of view, but there is much to
know and one of the best ways
to learn is to be open to listening
with empathy and with a goal of
gaining a shared understanding.
You’ll be glad you did.
Say yes ~
Life is full of endless possibilities,
and though you can’t say yes to
everything, don’t limit yourself.
It often is risky to say yes, but
remember that failing is okay for that is often the way
we learn. Choose life to the fullest extent.
Strive ~
A life of meaning and purpose doesn’t just fall into our
laps and it certainly doesn’t happen in front of a video
screen or when engaged in other passive activities.
Meaningful lives are the result of our best efforts to be
creative and active. Get up and do!
Participate in the Coming of Age and OWL programs ~
I encourage all children and younger youth to participate
in these life affirming programs when they reach the age
when they are offered. Both of these amazing programs
provide our youth with knowledge and skills needed
to be healthy and happy. They are well worth the
time and effort despite how busy teenage life may be!
Both programs focus on respect and responsibility, which
are two very beneficial human characteristics that will
serve you well your entire life.
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Share the good news of Unitarian Universalism ~
Our children, from the littlest to the youth, inherently
know that our faith tradition offers love, acceptance,
and respect. It is a saving faith that welcomes everyone
and encourages us all to be the best we can be. Now
honestly, wouldn’t it be a better world if there were more
UUs in it? Talk about it!
Don’t be hard on Jesus ~
Over the many years of my career as a religious educator,
I have had to repeatedly convince children and youth of
the value of Christianity. The story
of Jesus has been told, retold,
tweaked, interpreted, reinterpreted,
and misinterpreted for more than
2000 years, so of course it has lost
of bit of its fundamental meaning.
Simply remember that Jesus’
main message was “love one
another”. Unitarian Universalism
was built on this fundamental
commandment and remains
true to it.
Remember that Love requires action ~
Loving isn’t passive, but is given and shown only by
doing, sharing, serving, caring, speaking up, speaking
out and standing up with and for others.
Show up ~
The community of the Unitarian Universalist Church of
Kent is singularly amazing. I expect that growing up in
this church would lead you to think that all churches are
like ours, but that is not the case. Our warmth and
vitality, love of having fun and being together, willingness
to challenge each other to excellence is not seen in
every church. Cherish this shared gift. Nurture it with
your ongoing presence.
Best wishes to all of you! I will always cherish the fond
memories of being among you.
In faith and with love,
Karen Lapidus
Director of Religious Education
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The Love Song of Miss Quennie Hennessy

Summer Religious Education = Green Fun!
In the summer, our RE program scales down a bit in terms
of content, but not in terms of fun and meaning.
Our preschoolers will be gathering for stories and play,
each week led by parents and youth helpers.
Our school-age children will gather in Fessenden Hall
for earth-themed stories and activities. Each Sunday’s
session will stand alone, but will always include lighting
the chalice and community building activities.
There is no Time for All Ages in the summer, so children
should head right to Fessenden or the Preschool
classroom. Our summer RE program will take place during
the 9:45 worship service time slot, but nursery care will be
offered at every worship service.
Please contact Colleen Thoele, RE Assistant, with any
questions.

Where’s Walden in the Fall Campout
Save the Date!
Thursday, October 1st,
Friday, October 2nd,
and Saturday, October 3rd
Caesar Creek Lake State Park,
50 Springs Area, Hickory Overlook group camp
Activities include hiking, boating, nature center visit,
fossil hunting, day trip to the John Bryan / Clifton
Gorge park.
Additional information and a sign-up sheet will be
posted in Fessenden Hall later in the summer.
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The Patricia Pownall UU Book Group will
be meeting on Tuesday, June 9 at 7 pm at
the home of Bonnie Harper. This month we
are reading The Love Song of Miss Quennie
Hennessy by Rachel Joyce. From the author of
The Unlikely Pilgrimage
of Harold Fry, this is
the love story about
Queenie Hennessy, the
remarkable friend who
inspired Harold’s crosscountry journey. This
parallel story to Harold’s
saga brings Queenie
Hennessy’s voice into
sharp focus. Setting pen
to paper, Queenie makes a journey of her own,
a journey that is even bigger than Harold’s; one
word after another, she promises to confess
long-buried truths--about her modest childhood,
her studies at Oxford, the heartbreak that
brought her to Kingsbridge and to loving Harold,
her friendship with his son, the solace she has
found in a garden by the sea. And, finally, the
devastating secret she has kept from Harold for
all these years. A wise, tender, layered novel that
gathers tremendous emotional force, The Love
Song of Miss Queenie Hennessy underscores
the resilience of the human spirit, beautifully
illuminating the small yet pivotal moments that
can change a person’s life.
In July we will be reading Mrs. Poe by Lynn
Cullen. We will meet on July 21 to accommodate
those attending Summer Institute. If you have
any questions you may contact Bonnie Harper
at harper1721@yahoo.com. All are welcome.
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Jubilee Member Celebration!
The Membership Committee is hosting our Second
Annual Jubilee Celebration on June 14th during the
Church Picnic. A Jubilee Member is someone who
has been a Member of our Church for twenty years.
This year, we are honoring these 20-year Members:
Youth led

Kristofer Sperry
Rhonda Richardson

the services on
Youth Sunday, May 3rd

Bonnie Harper
Roger Muzia
Karen Lapidus
We also recognize these Members with
Landmark Anniversaries:
			

Marion Yeagler

			

Mary Alice Thomson

			

Rod Thomson

Special Youth Sunday Podcast
The podcast for “Faith in Bluum,” the sermon for
May 3, is up at the church website. So why is this
worthy of a special announcement? Every sermon
is up there, right? Ah, true, but for this podcast
I combined faith statements from both services.
Everyone who spoke that day is heard. And as
a special bonus, I’ve included a list of all the
speakers, in the order they appear on the recording.
Check out the awesomeness here http://kentuu.org/2015/05/03/faith-in-bluum-comingof-age-sunday-may-3-2015/
It was a surprisingly mature service, so I wanted to
make the faith statements available to all.
Brad Bolton
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Ohio Meadville District News
It’s Time for Summer Institute
Join 500+ UUs for our annual summer
intergenerational gathering at Oberlin
College on July 12-18, 2015. Theme
speaker is Rev. Joan Van Becalere
speaking on Faith, Evolving: How
American Religion is Changing
and What it Means for Unitarian
Universalism. Registration is now open
- visit www.omdsi.org for details.

Young Adult Opportunities
OPUS, the annual national gathering of
Young Adults will once again take place
in the OMD at Camp Nuhop August
19-23, 2015. Registration is open. Find
more details at www.ohiomeadville.org/
omdevents/736-opus15

New Board Member or
Congregational Leader?
The UU Leadership Institute is offering
a summer class on Healthy Leadership
101. This course is all online and
self-paced with three webinar based
sessions for conversation and
connections. Learn more at
www.uuinstitute.org. Class opens
June 1st and closes September 15th!
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For a complete and up-to-date calendar,
please visit www.localendar.com/public/uukent.
If you are unable to access our electronic
calendar, please contact the church office and
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we will gladly provide you with a paper copy
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