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Monthly Musings from Rev. Melissa Carvill-Ziemer

few years ago at the annual Unitarian 
Universalist Association General Assembly, a 
large delegation from a nearby congregation 

showed up wearing matching t-shirts.  Throughout GA I 
saw them everywhere I went in their black t-shirts with 
white letters asking four important questions, one per 
shirt.  Got Hope? Got Joy? Got Peace? Got Love?  Each 
shirt also had the name of the congregation printed 
beneath the question.  The idea, I think, was that 
Unitarian Universalism is a place to seek and find these 
important sources of meaning and purpose in life.

We decided this year to continue with the practice 
of having worship themes during the summer, though 
only the services that I lead will be sure to be on the 
theme.  Guests and lay leaders are invited to consider 
the theme but may go in other directions.  So, for the 
two services I will lead in July the theme is Sources of 
Hope.  I know a lot of people think about hope as 
something akin to a wish.  There is nothing wrong with 
that, but I think there is a lot more to hope that is 

worthy of our reflection.  When we are out of good 
ideas, fearful and uncertain, hope is that something 
which can help us keep on despite our uncertainty and 
fear and despite whatever inadequacy we may feel.  I 
hope you’ll join me to explore, but for now I leave you 
with a poem to carry into your summer days by 
Czeslaw Milosz.

Hope is with you when you believe
The earth is not a dream but living flesh,
That sight, touch, and hearing do not lie,
That all things you have ever seen here
Are like a garden looked at from a gate.

You cannot enter. But you're sure it's there.
Could we but look more clearly and wisely
We might discover somewhere in the garden
A strange new flower and an unnamed star.

Some people say we should not trust our eyes,
That there is nothing, just a seeming,

JULY
2013

NEWSLETTER
OF THE
UNITARIAN
UNIVERSALIST 
CHURCH 
OF KENT

th
e

A



Sunday Services
July:10:00 am
August: 9:45 and 11:30 am

228 Gougler Ave.
Kent, Ohio 44240
Phone: 330-673-4247
Fax: 330-677-4772
www.kentuu.org

Minister:
Rev. Melissa Carvill-Ziemer
minister-uukent@sbcglobal.net
Minister’s office hours:
Tuesday - Friday
By appointment

Congregational
Administrator:
MaryBeth Hannan
Office hours:
Mon. through Fri. 9 - 4

Religious Ed. Director:
Karen Lapidus
dre-uukent@sbcglobal.net
DRE’s Office Hours:
Tuesday and/or Wednesday
By appointment

Music Director:
Hal Walker

Commissioned Lay 
Leader:
Rev. Christie Anderson
christiea@neo.rr.com

Affiliated
Community Minister:
Rev. Renee Ruchotzke
zimlar@juno.com

Newsletter editor:
Saul Flanner
newsletter@kentuu.org
Deadline:
The 15th each month

 These are the ones who have no hope.
 They think that the moment we turn away,
 The world, behind our backs, ceases to exist,
 As if snatched up by the hands of thieves.

In faith,

P.S. A few of you have asked whether Evin and I would like to have a 
baby shower.  The truth is that we already feel showered with well-wishes 
and blessings.  In addition, we already have everything we need to 
welcome our baby.  Because we have had 10 children as foster parents, 
we already have a full set of cloth diapers, a wonderful collection of 
children’s books, clothes, toys, baby wearing devices, baby furniture and 
more.  We are in great shape and thus we are respectfully requesting no 
gifts.  If you were hoping to purchase your favorite book or toy or 
adorable outfit to give to us, we’d like to encourage you to give it instead 
to Summit County Children’s Services.  When children come into foster 
care, they often arrive at their foster homes with very few possessions.  
Each year during the holidays Summit County Children’s Services invites 
each foster family to select gifts donated to the agency for the children in 
their care.  Should those children move to another home, policy requires 
that they get to take all gifts given with them when they move.  Kids in 
foster care can use all the showering they can get, so please, if you’d like 
to give a gift, that is where we’d like to encourage you to send one.  Thank 
you all for your kind thoughts and well wishes.  Evin and I are grateful for 
your support.   

A Summer 2013
Hogwarts  participant
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Summer Schedules to Note

Please note that the church office 
will be closed on Mondays during the 
summer.  If you need to speak with 
our Congregational Administrator, 
MaryBeth Hannan, she will be in the 
office from 9-4 Tuesdays- Fridays with 
the following exceptions:

MaryBeth will be on vacation from 
July 4-July14 and July 22-July 28.  The 
office will be closed July 4-7.  From 
July 8-14 and July 22-28, Rev. Melissa 
will be covering the basic office 
functions if you need assistance.

Our Director of Religious 
Education, Karen Lapidus, will be off 
on June 30, at Summer Institute July 
14-21 and on vacation August 12-18.

Rev. Melissa Carvill-Ziemer will be 
on study leave the last week in June 
and then on vacation from July 1-6.  
Rev. Christie Anderson, our 
Commissioned Lay Leader, will be 
providing emergency pastoral 
coverage while Melissa is on vacation.  
If you have an urgent concern from 
July 1-6, please contact Christie for 
assistance.   

Melissa will be co-leading morning 
worship at Summer Institute with her 
spouse Evin Carvill-Ziemer from July 
14-21.  For the remainder of the 
summer she will be working, though 
sometimes working half weeks in lieu 
of taking additional vacation and with 
two additional weeks of study leave. 
With the exception of her vacation, 
she will remain available via phone 
and email.  As always, if you have an 
urgent concern or one which is time 
sensitive, call her cell phone.

   UPCOMING SERVICES

June 30 - Paradigm Shift    
Mike Hovancsek and Worship Associate Trish McLoughlin

This service will pull from spiritual, therapeutic, and anecdotal 
stories about that moment when we make a sudden shift in our 
beliefs. It will include an exploration into therapeutic concepts and 
current social trends, tying them into the core beliefs of UUs. 
10 and 11:30 am

July 7 - Tracing the Living Tradition of Sacred Song     
Rev. Christie Anderson

An old time string band will provide lots of spirited music as the 
service takes a historical look at Christian music.  We’ll explore the 
roots of some of our favorite hymns and other sacred spirituals and 
examine instances of alterations by various religious groups, 
including UUs.  Join us in considering whether these alterations are 
blasphemous or appropriate enhancements.    10 am ONLY

July 14 - Finding Good News in a Bad News World
Rev. Melissa Carvill-Ziemer and Worship Associate Max Grubb 
with special music provided by hammered dulcimer player Tina Bergman

I am interested in politics and world affairs, so I try to pay attention 
to the news.  However, I am also aware that the news is often filled 
with so much bad news.  Where can we find some good news to 
help ourselves find and keep our balance? 10 am ONLY

July 21 - This I Believe 
Andrew Rome and Worship Associate Lois Weir

Modeled on the This I Believe NPR program, this service will center 
on making a statement of your personal beliefs, of the values which 
rule your thought and action.  This will be an interactive service 
presented with the confidence that your belief, simply and sincerely 
spoken, is sure to stimulate and help those who hear it. May we 
have your contribution? 10 am ONLY

July 28 - Peace is Breaking Out All Over
Rev. Melissa Carvill-Ziemer and Worship Associate Bonnie Harper 
with special music provided by The Celtic Clan

Is that true?  Has there really been an outbreak of peace?  This 
morning we’ll reflect on the positive impact peace movements have 
had as a source for our own hope and courage in continuing our 
own peace work in our daily lives.  10 am ONLY
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Faith Development for the 21st Century:  Getting with the Times

from Karen Lapidus
I spent last week attending a training in Columbus that 
opened my mind to a new way to think about church.  

The premise of the training, Faith Formation for the 
21st Century, is that we are still trying to fit 
the religious education models of the 
20th century into the current culture.  
It is no wonder that many churches 
are losing members.*  In order to 
reach folks in this century, we 
need to embrace the new 
technologies and meet the people 
where they are rather than expect 
them to continue to be drawn to the 
old model.  

We are rapidly experiencing great changes in our culture.  
As people live longer, we have more generational 
diversity in our society.  More people than ever are not 
affiliated with any religion, although increasing numbers 
of people consider themselves to be spiritual, but not 
religious.  Positive attitudes toward all kinds of diversity 
are changing our ways of being together.  There is a 
general decline in the participation in Sunday morning 
worship.  And, unfortunately, there is a decline in the level 
of faith practice in the home, particularly among younger 
American families.

How do we share the good news of Unitarian 
Universalism amid these social changes?  How do we 
respond to this new religious landscape so that our 
churches thrive and our influence is felt by us and 
beyond our doors?

The trainer, John Roberto, explained the importance of 
embracing the existing technologies.  The digital world is 
where we must be in order to reach 21st century UU’s 
and potential UU’s.  The key is to reach people where 
they are and we already know that folks of all ages are 

using the internet in increasing numbers.  
Roberto walked us through a variety of 

ways that content and experiences can 
be presented on a digital platform.  It 
was fascinating and exciting!

Those of you who attended the 
“Like the Service” worship service 

this past spring know that I have a 
tendency to be leery of technology 

and am concerned about the need to 
keep balance between virtual life and actual 

life.  It seems though, that increased use of digital 
religious education materials will actually increase and 
strengthen our time when we gather together.  That is my 
hope.

So, stay tuned as I wrestle with this concept (and invite 
the RE Committee to join me) while we venture deeper 
into the 21st century.

In faith and with love,
  Karen Lapidus
  Director of Religious Education

* The training was ecumenical.  Note that the membership 
numbers for Unitarian Universalists have stayed pretty flat for 
several years.  As a denomination, we are not losing members 
as others are, nor are we gaining.
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Peace Mom Cindy Sheehan Speaks at Our Church

Vivien Sandlund
Trustee for Outreach to the Wider World

She calls it the Tour de 
Peace. Gold Star Mother 
and peace activist Cindy 
Sheehan has been riding 
her bicycle from California 
to Washington, DC 
to bring her demands for 
peace to the White 
House. On June 13th 
she rode into Kent and 
spoke to about 45 
people at our church.
 

Sheehan's son Casey was killed in Iraq in 2004. Out of 
her grief she became an activist, protesting the 
war policies of President George W. Bush and drawing 
extensive publicity. Sheehan told her Kent audience that 
she has never stopped protesting, though the media 
coverage of her efforts evaporated once she started 
protesting the policies of Democrats. Sheehan said that 
she supports neither major political party, and she is not 

going to stop protesting just because a Democrat is now 
President. She declared, "The wars are still going on. I 
have been consistent in my principles."
 
Sheehan said that she is frustrated by what she sees as 
the failure of Americans to oppose the war policies of the 
current U.S. government. She noted that the number of 
drone attacks has increased, and the U.S. government 
has been acting to deny civil rights to Americans. 
She said that she is working for "a grassroots community-
based revolution." The solution, she said, lies in the 
activism of people in communities around the nation. She 
called on people to become educated, to speak up, and 
to resist what is wrong whatever party is in power.
 
Sheehan and her fellow riders on the Tour de Peace plan 
to arrive at Arlington National Cemetery on July 3rd and 
then go to the White House. Her visit to the UU Church of 
Kent was organized by the social justice activists in our 
church. Reverend Melissa explained that the church as a 
body does not endorse Sheehan's views but seeks to 
promote discussion of issues by hosting speakers 
of different viewpoints.
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Simple Gifts received...
from Marion Yeagler

In honor of Christopher Popa.
from Saunis Parsons

In appreciation of the wonderful RE program that 
has had such an impact on my boys.

from Elaine Bowen
In honor of Kim Marfy, Julie Lineburgh and Cheryl 
Spoehr for their service on the Board of Trustees 
2011-2013.

Our Simple Gifts program is designed to encourage 
everyday giving.  If members and friends of the 
congregation remember the church with regular gifts in 
support of our endowment, we will be well on our way to 
building the kind of endowment that can help ensure our 
congregation’s continuing health and vitality.   All of us 
have reasons to celebrate or be grateful,  – birthdays, 
anniversaries, engagements, weddings, child 
dedications, graduations, new jobs, promotions and so 
many other events can remind us of our blessings.  
When these special occasions roll around, you might 
consider a gift to Simple Gifts in support of our 
Endowment Program. 



Reducing Waste

Environmental Issue of 
the Month
According	  to	  the	  EPA	  the	  total	  US	  
municipal	  waste	  genera8on	  in	  
2011	  was	  250	  MILLION	  tons,	  
averaging	  to	  4.4	  pounds	  per	  
person,	  per	  day.	  	  More	  than	  half	  
of	  this	  waste	  con8nues	  to	  go	  to	  
landfills,	  where	  it	  endures	  
causing	  long	  term	  environmental	  
consequences.	  	  This	  month,	  the	  
Environmental	  Jus8ce	  Task	  
Group	  will	  focus	  on	  reducing	  
waste,	  with	  educa8on,	  volunteer	  
opportuni8es,	  advocacy	  op8ons,	  
and	  the	  chance	  to	  make	  change	  
in	  your	  own	  life.	  	  Find	  out	  more	  
about	  what	  you	  can	  do	  now	  at:
hQp://www.epa.gov/epawaste/
wycd/index.htm

July 21st Special Offering - County Clothing Center

The July Special Offering will be for the County Clothing Center, a 
program of Family & Community Services in Portage County. The Center is 
located in Ravenna at 3377 Rt 59 and is open to the public M-F10AM -2PM, 
and Tu & Th 6 - 8PM. Phone: 330 296 0503.

The Clothing Center grew out of several local church efforts to provide 
clothing to families in need.  Of the some 30 tons of goods donated each 
month about 10% goes back out as trash. Another 10 to 20 % may be 
assigned to "mission" and sent to the Salvation Army or the APL. Everything 
else is sorted and offered to the public free of charge. Clothes are hung on 
hangers and displayed on racks. Household goods, toys, books, shoes, 
accessories are put on shelves in a store-like arrangement.

The Center primarily on the work of some 400 volunteers. The volunteers 
are a mix of church members, small-time offenders sentenced to community 
service, idealistic citizens and youth groups Clients range from destitute 
mothers evicted from their homes to middle-class matrons looking for 
collectibles; from people needing work clothes, warm coats or diapers to 
small-time entrepreneurs looking for scrap metal or other resaleable goods. 
There are some limits on numbers of items clients may take in one visit.

The Center is presently well along toward raising $100,000 to pay off the 
mortgage on their building, and the June offering will be dedicated to that 
effort. Please be as generous as possible for this multi-faeted program. In 
addition to contributing money, consider joining our U-U contingent in 
volunteering on the 2nd and 4th Wednesdays of the month, 10AM to 2PM. 
For more information contact Caroline Arnold, Elaine Bowen or Deb 
Newberry.

Welcome, Brian!
We’d like to welcome Brian 
Mulloy as our newest staff 
member.  Brian has been hired 
as our Sexton.  Our thanks 
once again goes out to Deb 
Biggins for her care of the 
Church over the past 15 
months and also to 
Wendy Mann who 
has been filling in 
these last few 
weeks.

June’s Special Offering 
raised $524.84 for 
Lovelight Inc.’s Summer 
Lunch Program for Kids.
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Spiritual Autobiography Class
Led by Rev. Melissa Carvill-Ziemer
Orientation and Introduction on July 30 from 7-9pm
Classes on August 6, August 20, September 3 
 and September 17 from 7-9pm
Fessenden Hall

Using Dan Wakefield’s book The Story of Your Life: 
Writing Your Spiritual Autobiography, Rev. Melissa 
will lead a class designed to invite you to reflect on 
your own life journey in writing.  We will use a variety 
of prompts to explore moments in the landscape of 
our histories beginning with childhood and journeying 
to the present.  This course takes the word spiritual 
in its broadest sense so there is really no limit to the 
topics in your own life history upon which you might 
choose to reflect.

We will occasionally sketch scenes before we write 
about the experiences associated with those 
memories, but rest assured that no drawing or writing 
experience is required to participate in this course.  
We will also provide opportunities for you to share 
your writing with others in the class, but you will 
never be required to read what you have written.  
The only requirements for participation in this class 
are a willingness to reflect on your own life story and 
an interest in trying to capture moments of your story 
in writing.  

This class will work best if participants make a 
commitment to attend regularly.  If you believe you 
would miss more than one of the four classes, I’d 
prefer you not sign up to participate at this time.  I am 
requiring a minimum of 6 participants to offer this 
class, so please notify the church office if you plan to 
attend by Wednesday, July 24. 

Super Brain: Unleashing the Explosive 
Power of Your Mind to Maximize Health, 
Happiness, and Spiritual Well-Being

We are not our brains.  Rudolph E. Tanzi, PhD and 
Depak Chopra, MD have collaborated on this book 
which provides a blueprint to explore the amazing 
potential of our brains while improving the quality of 
our lives regardless of our age or situation. 
 
If you are interested in reading this book and sharing 
with a group come to a meeting in the Founders 
Lounge on July 7 after the worship service.  We will 
discuss possibilities and meeting times.
 
Questions?  Call Mary Maske.
 
Note:  Rudolph E. Tanzi, PhD, is the Joseph P. and 
Rose F. Kennedy Professor of Neurology at Harvard 
University and the Director of the Genetics and Aging 
Research Unit at Massachusetts General Hospital.  
Depak Chopra, MD is a fellow of the American 
College of Physicians and a member of the American 
Association of Clinical Endocrinologists.         
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Bits & Pieces
Proof of Heaven 

The Patricia Pownall UU Book Group will be 
meeting on Tuesday, July 9 at 7 pm in the home 
Chris Hurlbut in Aurora. This month we are reading 
Proof of Heaven: A Neurosurgeon’s Journey into the 
Afterlife by Eben Alexander. As he lay in a coma, 
neurosurgeon Eben Alexander explains that he 
"journeyed beyond this world and encountered an 

angelic being who guided him 
into the deepest realms of 
super-physical existence 
[where] he met and spoke with 
the Divine source of the 
universe...  If you have any 
questions you may contact 
Bonnie Harper. 
All are welcome.

A Little Financial Help...
The Financial Secretaries 

are in need of another financial 
helper or two. No experience 
necessary but  the task involves  
simple clerical work.  The 
commitment would be one night 
a month for approx. 2 hours.  
We typically meet on Monday or 
Tuesday  evenings.  If 
interested, please contact MaryBeth 
or Eric van Baars. Thank you. 

Stepping Down and Stepping Up
On Sunday, June 9th, The Committee on 

Ministry congratulated two of our greatest unsung 
heroes, Esther Duncan and Brad Bolton, for their 
fine work on behalf of our congregation. Esther for 
20 years(!) of selling ACME and Giant Eagle gift 
cards (a percentage of which go directly to our 
church), and Brad for 8 years of work on the church 
newsletter. Both of these upstanding individuals will 
be passing their respective torches to others, and 
taking a well-deserved break to pursue other areas 
of ministry. We thank them for their generous and 
tireless efforts.

Ferhoncus de plub

Omare foremne

Lemacord Promwn

Trenz Pruca
Aliquam de Mantis

Leo Praesen
Mauris Vitaequam

Diam Nobis
Senmaris Calla Ipsum

Eget Toque
Aliquam de Manti

Fringilla Viverr
Seargente de 

Fermentum
Urna Semper
Chauncey de Billuptus

Orci Aliquam
Vivamus Nunc

Nobis Eget
Sed accumsan Libero

Fermen Pede
Vestibulum Bibendum

Uam Scelerisque
Maecenas Interdum
Cras Maecenas
Curabitur Leo

Tortor Rasellus
Quisque Porta 

Urna Sodales
Aliquam Mattis Felis

Words to Live By... “The	  purpose	  of	  life	  is	  not	  to	  be	  happy.	  It	  is	  to	  be	  
useful,	  to	  be	  honorable,	  to	  be	  compassionate,	  to	  
have	  it	  make	  some	  difference	  that	  you	  have	  lived	  
and	  lived	  well.”

	  -‐	  Ralph	  Waldo	  Emerson	  
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   Don’t Forget! New Service Times!

	 June 30: 	10 and 11:30 am

	 All of July: 	10 am ONLY

	 Starting August 4: 	9:45 and 11:30 am
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Where’s the Calendar?

For a complete and up-to-date 
church calendar, please visit
http://www.localendar.com/
public/uukent. If you are unable 
to access our electronic calendar, 
please contact the church office 
and we will gladly provide you 
with a paper copy.courtesy of Brad Bolton!
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